
 

Engagement 
‘Playing and Exploring’ 

 

Early Years 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Interacting 

with what 

they know 

 

Finding out 

and 

exploring 

Being willing 

to ‘have a go’ 

 

 

I represent my 

experiences in 

play 

 

I can use my 

senses to explore 

the world around 

me 

 

 

I engage in 

open-ended 

play 

 

 

I seek out 

challenges 

 

I take risks, 

engaging in new 

experiences, and 

learn by trial and 

error 

 

 

I show a ‘can 

do’ attitude 

 

 

I show particular 

interests 

 

 

I show curiosity 

about objects, 

events and 

people 

 

 

I pretend 

objects are from 

my own 

experience 

 

 

I initiate my 

own activities 

 

 


